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Winter 2021 
 Mostly Asynchronous 
(with some synchronous seminar elements, to 
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As noted above, the liberal tradition is the currently dominant political fraemwork in democratic 
countries around the world, including Canada. It is also quite possibly the most critiqued tradition 
in the history of political philosophy. The goal here is to understand both its appeal and its 
shortcomings. Questions to consider include: is the liberal tradition still viable? How does/how 
can the tradition respond to demands for justice and equal treatment from women, racialized 
peoples and the economically disadvantaged? Does the liberal approach suffer from internal 
inconsistencies, or can apparent tensions be resolved in a way that maintains the essential 
commitments to equality and liberty? Addressing primary texts and select secondary materials, 
and situating these in our contemporary context, will make it both possible and necessary to 
develop philosophical and analytical skills to a high level of academic accomplishment. 
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As of July 2020, the precise format of the assignments is still somewhat fluid. Much will depend 
on the degree to which we will be able to hold small group seminars online. Here is the current 
plan: 
 
1 short essay (5-7 pages) – 25% of the grade 
5 “seminar reports” (1-2pages) – 35% of the grade 
1 long final essay (10-15 pages) – 40% of the grade  
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Students wishing to audit the course should consult with the instructor prior to or during the first 
week of classes.  
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The ,6F97;O64;'=J'-E@?=>=FEG'-=?@K@6> which govern the conduct, standards, and expectations 



assignments, participating in presentations) should self-declare using the online Self-Reported 
Absence portal.  This option should be used in situations where the student expects to resume 
academic responsibilities within 48 hours or less.   
The following conditions are in place for self-reporting of medical or extenuating circumstances: 
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=
1&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_322 
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At least three days prior to the deadline for withdrawal from a course without academic penalty, 
students will receive assessment of work accounting for at least 15% of their final grade. For 3000- 
or 4000-level courses in which such a graded assessment is impracticable, the instructor(s) must 
obtain an exemption from this policy from the Dean and this exemption must be noted on the 
corresponding course syllabus. In rare instances and at the Dean’s discretion, other courses could 
receive a similar exemption, which also must be noted in the course syllabus.  
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The last day of scheduled classes in any course will be the last day on which course assignments 
will be accepted for credit in a course. Instructors will be required to return assignments to students 
as promptly as possible with reasonable explanations of the instructor's assessment of the 
assignment.  
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